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a.

Gpological studiey revealed that in s pricr period perhaps three 25X1
thousand ysers age the Avn Darya River flowed into Sarykamyshskaye Ketiiva

[aigs  pd fonnd Lts way io the Caspian Sea, However, since the

dwa Dmrys hes sub its prosept chammsl, the saobirs arsa scubh and

west of it iz most erid and by and large composed of sand, The goil

appears %2 be wery rish sud capable of considerable agricultural

yielA,

In order tc prnvide water for this fine but arid sc‘_lI:| plans ’
for s network of canals, These canals were to be completed as three -4 :d
independent cperations - each operstion wes referred to as a *Variant®, i

bb

Ce

In Veriant I, it was proposed to dredge and clean cut the Xumya
Darya axd construct & cansl south from Sarykaryshskays Kotliva to -
Eraspowndek, Within the first Variant i% war also planued that the %

river bed of ths Ruslo Ozboya, south of Gory Bol!Shey Balkhan would
be dredged and cleaned.
Yariant II, Glavniy Variant /Chief Variant/. 25X1

(1) It was prcposed that the Unguz River would be dredged anc cleaned
Sfrom the Amu Darya st Dsynau west until it joined the Ruslo
Ozboya, -

Variant III,
(1) The Eelivaki Sobros, a dry river bed, would be dredged and a
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capna) congtructed and joined to the Margzl River at Bolshevik,
Fram Bolshevik a continuation of this cenal vould be extended
north oz the Margab River all the way to Kelodats Mirza Charle
where. it would connect with the Unguz River canal,

The Zeravshansky Canal.
(1) The plau also inoluded s cemal from Ak-Rabat (east bank of

kmv Darye) to Gizhduvan,
25X1

3. No wark was begun on any of these canals uutil the end of
II. From gleaning variocus tyres of Soviet literature

tbkat the Soviets completed Variant I by 1951,

4o Importance of the Projectnd Canals,

8,

b,

6,
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One cf the major economic'problams of Ferghana and Central Asia
is to develop the cotton industry of the region., The primary
obatacle is, of course, lack of sufficient water,

In an average yesar the USSR preduces 2,100,000 tons of eotton,

Of this amount Certzal Aste JUSHY/ produces approvimately three
wilion tena, ~ Bgrisultural speciallists of the Soviet Uniog maintain
that wsa the firey Variant is ccmpleted Contral Asis /0SSp/ can
double her cotton output and produce ancther three milliecn tons yer
year,
;,very 50 yeara the waler level of the Casnlan Sea iz lguwersd 50
‘weatimeters, By turping the weters of the mm Darya into the
Caspran Sea via Vardant T, the additiomal water would cut the
slrinkage tn same degree - but not entixely,

A faster of utmost dmportance relative to the development of
\55.1‘1911’:. I, is that it would provide a continugys water route
Leérapsportation/ from Moscow 4o Semarcand. . /From Moscow to the
Caspian Ses via the Volgs River. From Krasnovodsk via the Uzbey
Canal to the Kupa Darys cansl which woild joln ths Auu Derym at
Ak-Ralat, Frcm Alr-Rabat ta Gfshdvwan wis ths ZaravaLansky Canai.
From Glakduvan to Semarkand via the Zeravehsn River

The &mu River 1s by and large meiksya voda /aballow watez/, Its
average depth 14 75 centimeters. The Amu alsc carries considerable
saxd and silt - coneequently vessels whick draw over 75
ceptimetors cannot aavigate this river, Much of thke Amu is dredged
A% least ‘ouce & year and scmstimes tvice, As a result it wma
deamod cheapar to constrict a ~aml paraliel to ‘hs Amu from
Cherdshdu to Kerki, Plana wre drawm for ita construction,
Belstive t0 tha Unguski Variant, the Ungus river bed cuts the
Karkbun Oblast iu balf - most of this regien is sandy, elthough a
few apcte ars froe of sand. For two ew ‘thraa months of the

fpring asassn miuch of the area is very green because of the growtb:

af sedge, carex, and ciher grasmes,

One Of the reascns for the camal which would conmnect
Krasnovodsk Tormes via Nerki is Gue to the proximity of the
Ashkhabed reailwey to Iran. In mayy places tais rellway is less
than two hundred meters from the Iranian border. The Snviets

The Soviets feit that the proposed camal would be sufficiently
distant from the border (that it could be protected), and that
since exveilent reilway facilities tied Termos to Samerkand, such
8 water route would serve to keep supplies floving coustantly,
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5. mrouomdlumoqlm&byl”zs S . .

« This project was completed by 1932, The dam is
40 kilometers long, and 25 meters wide at the top, Water can be
backed up at the rate of 25 aubic meters of water per second, Much
the is earth £il11, Eowver; the mejor struoture which is
. located at Xarabekaul is conorets, ' The waters oomtrolled at this
* .p_om are used primarily for the growth of cotton,
b, Saltas-Bext Jadeut 50 miles southeast of Mary in Turkmen USSH/.
This Aan was dampleted in 1932 and oontrols the waters of y Murgab
River, It comtains about 120 msters of conmsrete, It stands eight
meters high and is about three meters wide at the top. The bottow of 25X1
the dam 45 15 meterp vide, The primary purpose for the construction
of the dam at Sultan-Bent was to retain the high late spring waters
and provids suffiolent water for the farms south of Sultan-Bent,
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